
Political Science 150H: International Relations
Fall Semester, 2018

Course Information

Instructor Meeting Times
Mark J.C. Crescenzi Lecture: TuTh 9:30-10:45, Murphy 111
Office: Hamilton 361B Office Hours: TuTh 3:30-5:00pm
Phone: (919) 962-0401 or by appoinment
Email: crescenzi@unc.edu

Course Website: https://sakai.unc.edu/portal/site/poli150hf18

Course Description

This course is designed to achieve three objectives: (1) to introduce you to some of the most important
topics and puzzles in the study of international relations, (2) to provide you with some analytic concepts
that can be used to study world politics, and (3) introduce you to current UNC research on world politics.
Why do we continue to see so much war and violence in the world? Why is international trade and
investment so important, and so hotly contested? What are the challenges of development, and why is it
so difficult to make progress on problems like global warming?

This course is unique in that we will invest in learning abstract models and theories that are designed
to help us understand the world at a very high level. The challenge is to appreciate these abstract tools for
what they can and cannot do, and to view the world as it is instead of as it should be. I do not presume
any exposure to the field of international relations, and there are no prerequisites for the course. We will,
however, frequently refer to important historical and current events as examples and applications of the
theories and concepts taught in this course, so if you do not already have your favorite source of news or
history, now is a good time to find one. I recommend sources like the New York Times, Economist, BBC
World News, and Foreign Policy (all available online), but any news source (or two) will do.

Course Requirements

Your grade for this course will be based on your performance on one midterm exam and one final exam, a
set of writing assignments producing at least ten pages of writing, and participation in class. The midterm
exam is worth 30% of your grade. The final exam is worth 30% of your grade. The writing assignments
are worth 30% of your course grade. Participation will count for the remaining 10% of the final grade.

Exams

The midterm and final exams are in-class, closed book & notes. You are required to be present for all
scheduled exams. The only allowable exception to this policy is a documented emergency. If you miss
a scheduled exam without cause, you may be allowed to take a make-up test at my discretion, with a
substantial penalty. If you think you will have to miss an exam, please contact me as soon as possible.
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Papers

You are required by the University to write ten pages of non-exam material during the semester. We will
discuss the options for these assignments in class. Final papers can be turned in anytime after November
1, and must be turned in prior to midnight on December 4. I am willing to read and comment on a rough
draft as long as it is submitted to me before November 22.

Participation

Your participation plays an important role in this course. It is your best opportunity for active learning
and discussing the material critically. Attendance is highly recommended, and regular active participa-
tion is expected. Students who attend regularly but do not participate in discussions should expect a
lower grade for this portion of the course. We will frequently refer to important historical and current
events as examples and applications of the theories and concepts taught in this course, so if you do not
already have your favorite source of news or history, now is a good time to find one.

Grading Scale

A 94.00–100.00 B 83.00–86.99 C 73.00–76.99 D 60.00–66.99
A– 90.00–93.99 B– 80.00–82.99 C– 70.00–72.99 F 0–59.99
B+ 87.00–89.99 C+ 77.00–79.99 D+ 67.00–69.99

Note: I will not round final grades (sorry!).

Course Materials

The following required book is available in the UNC Bookstore, and for rent at several outlets such as
Amazon and Clegg. All other readings are available electronically via the
UNC library e-journals and e-resources databases or on the course Sakai website.

• Frieden, Jeffrey, David Lake, and Kenneth Schultz, 2015. World Politics: Interests, Interactions, Insti-
tutions. Third Edition, W. W. Norton & Company: New York, London.

Important Dates

• Midterm Exam: October 11

• Final Exam: December 11, 8-11 am

Expectations

This is a small group, with a mix of lectures to introduce new topics but moving quickly to discussion and
small-group active learning opportunities. Come to class having done the readings ahead of time. If you
aren’t sure what we are focusing on in the next class, please ask. I do not, however, expect you to have
mastered the material. If you have questions about the readings, bring them to class.
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Please turn your phones off or to silent mode before class. No calls, no IMs, no text messaging during
class. On exam days your phones must be put away. Laptops are permitted for class purposes only.
Please do not use your laptops for email, IM, games, web surfing, or any activity that is unrelated to the
course. I know, it sounds horrible, but you can do it! I’ll do my part to keep you engaged in the discussion.

Everyone is welcome to come see me during office hours. You can email me too, especially if the subject
is pressing and can’t wait for office hours. If you are experiencing an issue that will interfere with your
attendance, especially on an exam day, let me know as soon as possible. The key to navigating crises is
early communication.

Honor Code: The Honor Code is in effect in this class and all others at the University. I am committed
to treating Honor Code violations seriously and urge all students to become familiar with its terms set
out at http://instrument.unc.edu. If you have questions, it is your responsibility to ask about the Code’s
application. All exams, written work, and other projects must be submitted with a statement that you
have complied with the requirements of the Honor Code in all aspects of the submitted work.1

1From an August 21, 2003 Memo from Robert Shelton, Provost and Judith Wegner, Chair of the Faculty
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Calendar and Schedule

Date Topic of the Day Things to Read Before Class

August 21, 23, 28 Understanding International
Relations

Frieden, Lake & Schultz (FLS): Introduction
through Chapter 2

September 4, 6 Why do countries fight wars? FLS 3

Fearon, “Rationalist Explanations for War”

September 11, 13 What causes civil wars? FLS 6 (civil war section),

David Lake & Donald Rothchild, “Ethnic
Fears and Global Engagement”

September 18, 21 What is collective security,
and can it work?

FLS 5

Gent, “Strange Bedfellows: The Strategic Dy-
namics of Major Power Military Interven-
tions.”

September 25, 27 The Social Construction of
World Politics

Wendt, “Anarchy is what states make of it:
the social construction of power politics”

Tingley, “Rising Power on the Mind”

Sjoberg, Laura “Introduction to Security
Studies: Feminist Contributions”

October 4, 9 Terrorism FLS 6 (terrorism section)

Bapat and Zeigler, “Terrorism, Dynamic
Commitment Problems, and Military Con-
flict”

Chenoweth, “Terrorism and Democracy”

October 11 Midterm Exam

October 16, 18 What drives trade? FLS 7

Mosley & Uno, “Racing to the Bottom or
Climbing to the Top?”
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Calendar and Schedule

Date Topic of the Day Things to Read Before Class

October 23, 25 Why is global poverty so per-
sistent?

FLS 10

Oct. 30, Nov. 1 Why can’t we save the envi-
ronment?

FLS 13

Reinsberg, “Blockchain Technology and In-
ternational Relations”

November 6, 8 Where do human rights come
from, and who enjoys them?

FLS 12

Dietrich & Murdie, “Human rights shaming
through INGOs and foreign aid delivery”

November 13, 15 What drives investment? FLS 8

Woo & Murdie “Does the International Mon-
etary Fund Care about the Human Rights
Reputation of Its Client?”

November 20 What’s wrong with Foreign
Aid?

Carnegie & Marinov, “Foreign Aid, Human
Rights, and Democracy Promotion: Evidence
from a Natural Experiment”

November 27, 29 UNC Research Reid, Kadera, Myrick and Crescenzi, “Con-
flict Environments and Civil War Onset”

Ballard-Rosa, “The Economic Origins of Au-
thoritarian Values”

Patricia Sullivan, “War Aims and War Out-
comes: Why Powerful States Lose Limited
Wars.”

December 4 Last Class: What have we
learned?

no readings

December 11 Final Exam 8:00-11:00am
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